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The Museum

Albrecht Dürer (1471-1528)
“Joachim and the Angel”

Original woodcut, circa 1504

The Museum of Art of Chianciano hosts a series of collections 
ranging from Neolithic and Asiatic to Contemporary art. 
There are approximately a thousand works on display.
 
Visitors are able to view paintings and sculptures by artists 
such as Tom Nash, Salvador Dali, Sir Henry Moore, Frances 
Turner, Mario Schifano, Damien Hirst, Brian Willsher and 
Albert Louden, drawings by the likes of Magritte, Guttuso 
and Munch; historical works from Royal Collections and 
original etchings by masters such as Dürer and Rembrandt.

The museum is known for organising annual international 
events, including the Chianciano International Art Award 
and the Biennale of Chianciano. 
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Sir Henry Moore (1898-1986)
“Head”

Bronze Sculpture
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The Critic

Timothy  Warrington was born in Birmingham in 1944 
and is a critical writer and curator based in London.

Warrington’s career has taken him all around the world 
in the search for art to exhibit in London. He was part 
of the organisation that hosted the largest and most 
important exposition of Bulgarian art ever curated 
outside Bulgaria, showing 300 artists. The exhibition 
was hosted in collaboration with the Bulgarian Embassy 
in London and was inaugurated by the Bulgarian 
Ambassador Mr Stancoff.  

The Slovenian Printmakers Exhibition was another 
reminder of the wonderful talent that Timothy brought 
to London, artists that are recognised and respected all 
around the world. “Italian Views” at the Lord Leighton 
Museum, curated by Timothy, was also a great success 
and a spotlight into contemporary Italian Art from 
institutions such as the Academy of Fine Art in Florence, 
Academy of Fiorino in Florence and The Academy of 
Fine Art in Rome.

Warrington has curated numerous books and writes 
opinions and exhibition critiques in the UK and the USA. 
Notably, he was responsible for the main publication 
related to Brian Willsher’s Bronzes, an artist who taught 
at the Tate and was praised by Sir Henry Moore as an 
artistic genius.

Timothy’s critical writing is very sophisticated - he has 
the power to translate the artist’s thoughts to the viewer 
with extreme clarity and competence. He was a member 
of the jury of Chianciano International Art Award 
alongside people like Gerard Bruneau who started his 
career with Andy Warhol.
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“Birds in Krakow”
Oil on linen canvas, 100 x 100 cm, 2015-2016
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The Artist

In 1949, Contemporary artist Johanna Milla Engdahl was born in Sverdlovsk, 
Ukraine. Engdahl grew up in the former Soviet Union country, and went to 
secondary school in Sverdlovsk. Engdahl studied Industrial Engineering at 
The Technological Institute of Food Industry in Odessa and she has a Ph.D. in 
Sociology in Moscow, where she has been working as a researcher in industry 
and as a teacher and vice principal at a high school. Today, she works and lives 
with her husband Goran in Mariehamn, Finland.

As a contemporary artist who chiefly paints abstract compositions, Johanna 
consistently pushes her creative boundaries as she beautifully captures the 
boundless energy and intoxicating affinity of mother nature. Her artworks 
illustrate the profound affluence of her surroundings and the grace of the 
human spirit, through highly innovative artistic practice.

It is Engdahl’s sole desire that her work communicates to the heart and mind 
of the viewer, resonating with their innermost thoughts and soul. As an artist, 
Engdahl wishes to share her art and her dreams with art enthusiasts and 
gallery visitors. She is often inspired by talented artists that she has met on 
her travels all over the world, including Sweden, Italy, Russia and Denmark.
 
Engdahl has showcased her distinctive artwork in many solo and group 
exhibitions worldwide, including Russia, France and USA. Most recently, 
a selection of her paintings have been specially chosen for the London Art 
Biennale 2017, presented in the iconic setting of the Chelsea Old Town Hall. 
Her paintings will be shown amongst 120 other talented contemporary artists 
from 40 nations. In 2016, Engdahl has her exhibition ‘Handicampen’ in 
Mariehamn, Aland, and in 2014, she exhibited her work in Gallery Engleson 
at The Old City of Stockholm, Sweden. 

Engdahl has also won many reputable awards over the course of her artistic 
career. In 2016, she received the Certificate of Excellence for the 21st Online 
Artavita Art Contest, USA, and in 2013, she received the Certificate for Artistic 
Merit for the Biennale 2013 at Chianciano Art Museum, Italy. In 2012, 

Engdahl was granted the Stay Scholarship in S-Petersburg, Swedish Cultural 
Fund, Finland, and in 2011, she received the Cultural Award for The Aland 
Cultural Delegation, The Aland Country Cupboard Government.
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“Eyes on you”
Oil on linen canvas, 100 x 100 cm, 2016
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The Critique

Johanna Engdahl’s artworks tell stories with cryptic plots that the spectator 
is called to investigate and interpret with crucial emotional enthusiasm. The 
viewer experiences a narrative of thoughts and inspirations, originating 
from her subconscious and reminiscent memories. By means of expressive 
abstracts, evocative architectural compositions or figurative representations of 
mysterious personalities, Engdahl often reveals a creative consciousness that 
resonates with the early works by Van Gogh, particularly with his efforts to 
objectify and legitimise his inner emotive tones and struggles. In accordance to 
this, Engdahl’s brushstrokes are majestically electrified by profound meanings, 
emotional introspection and imaginative stimuli, which she conveys in all of her 
artistic creations. 

The intrinsic mystery of life and the great unanswered questions that surround 
the human being become Engdahl’s central themes and this leads to the 
spectator being totally involved and entranced by her vivid and dynamic maze 
of intriguing atmospheres. Love, solitude, hope and fear - the viewer perceives 
and experiences a highly intense range of sensations that permeate Engdahl’s 
distorted perceptions of reality. So forth, we can relive multifaceted emotions 
and remote memories evoked by Engdahl’s overwhelming creations. Her 
artworks capture the rational world, penetrating our soul and leave an indelible 
imprint. Stylistically speaking, the sharp contrast between light and shadow 
lend an aura of mysticism to her paintings and enable us to focus on each detail 
of her vision, always embedded in highly evocative surroundings. 

On further inspection, Engdahl communicates her deepest thoughts and desires 
through various techniques such as dynamic brushstrokes that appear to swirl 
endlessly, whilst merging with delicate touches of pure shades. Engdahl’s 
artworks emit a supernatural harmony that encourage the viewer to discern 
forgotten dimensions of one’s mind. With each individual painting, the observer 
is deeply enthralled by the alluring clash of hues and the intense contrast of 
timeless themes. Engdahl accompanies the viewer on a journey through her 
profound artistic analysis and interpretation of avant-garde contradictions. 
The spectator not only experiences the visual impact of her paintings, but also 
becomes acquainted with the elusive philosophy totally intrinsic to her unique 
creative process. 

Timothy Warrington
International Confederation of Art Critics
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“Powerlessness”
Oil on linen canvas,100 x 100 cm, 2016

“Self Portrait”
Acrylic on panel, 46 x 55 cm, 2010
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“Longing for summer”
 Acrylic on canvas, 90 x 120 cm, 2013
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“Ready for Winter”
Oil on canvas, 35 x 42 cm, 2016
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 “Model drawing”
Acrylic on paper, 31 x 40 cm, 2013
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